DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

use to him politically, as strengthening his hand
against Russia, but his abdication had cancelled any
such consideration. Eight months afterwards, to the
horrified amazement of the Queen, he married the
opera singer Fraulein Loisinger.

The Empress Frederick regarded such actions as
insolent and deliberate obliterations of her and her
husband : she had suffered from such before in his
life-time. But what was the chief cause of her
wretchedness, apart from her overwhelming sorrow
at his death, and of her resentment, was her inability
to accept the change in her position for which her
widowhood was alone responsible. She rebelled
fiercely against the inevitable. " I close my eyes
and ears/' she wrote to the Queen, " and find it the
only way not to feel the profoundest irritation with
William. I am only too ready to make all allowance
for him when I think of the deplorable friends he
has had, and all the nonsense with which his head
has been so systematically stuffed." But indeed in
the anguish of her heart and the wreck of all her
noble ambitions she was too raw with the sense of
outrage to make allowance for anybody. She could
not bear to see William and his wife with their Court
round them in the places where she and Fritz should
have been : " the sooner he is forgotten the better,
therefore the sooner his widow disappears the better
also. ... I am glad to see and hear of it all as little
as possible, and am very nearly indifferent to all
this, so deep and intense is my disgust and contempt
for these people and their doings." She saw in the
tragedy which fate alone had decreed for her the
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